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T.G. Millner

It was a great thri11 to become one of
the pilgrims to the 50th anniversary of the

landing on Ga11ipo1i and to take part in the

re-enactment of that historic occasion.

In Athens all spare time was spe*t fil
the Acropolis and other well-known Greek

spots of historical interest in what has bea
described as "Her Golden Past".

I

My wife and I set out from Sydney on

31st March, 1965 and flew to Singapore via
Djakarta to see the spot where the 8th

Australian Division were held prisoner by

the.laps.

Our cameras shot the place to pieces
but Athens is also a modern bustling cil-.'

with crowds of people everywhere and ne:n

buildings going up everywhere also.
*

Both my eldest son Jim and youngest

brother Noel were in the Sth Division.

After Athens we embarked on a :::
interesting and unique cruise of the lle:----
erranean Sea on the Turkish ship "Kar: --
eniz",

After visiting Changi and other places

in Malaya, on 5th April we joined a Qantas
flight at Singapore with other membe rs of
the pilgrimage and flew via Cairo to Athens.

Here buses met the party and drove them to
their hotels.

Sailing from the busy port of Piraeus,
which was chock full of ships, on the after-
noon of 6th April, we passed through the

Straits of Messina between the mainland,

Sicily, on our first night. The moon was

shining and both shores displayed a long

string of lights, a wonderful sight.The 314 tourists (21"6 Aussies and 78

New Zealanders) took part in a wreath-
laying ceremony in conjunction with the

Greek Navy and Army at the Tomb of the

Greek Unknown Soldier.

We woke up the next morning in Paier-

mo Harbour another port ful1 of ships anci

presenting a busy scene.
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. Sightseeing was the order of the day and

, 
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..;r 
. i::'=:t into the catacombs where thousands: skeletons are hanging in rows from the

=-1s. In the afternoon we saw the handsome::ra house capable of seating 3000 peopie.

lVe sailed from palermo about dinner. r : for Malta and made port after breakfast,, 9th April in Vaietta Harbour.

Jialta was one of the most interesting
:-.ces which we visited, largely on ,".orr,.: rts long association with the Knights of::. .John.

Throughout their long history these Is-
=: Cs were conquered and ruied by many

About 1390 B.C. the phoenicians 
ap_peared followed in

Romans and saracen:';n j'r:fi'TilrT:;
a piratical stronghoid. Then came Rogerthe Norman who restored Christianity, *athe place was afterwards ruled in turn by
Norman, German and Spanish kings.

Mzr1ta was an important port during the
Crusades but was pawned for 30,000 gola,
florins by King Alphonso in 1420.

the
In 1530 the Emperor Charles V ceded
Islands to the Knights of St. John.

Primitive man
2300 B.C.

arrived here about the
but disappeared again.

They were besieged by the Turks with_
out success in 1565. The knights continued
to tr:ade and plunder shipping amassing,
great wealth, much of which was lavished
on cathedrals and churches.

Below: Some of the original Anzacs who
landed on Gallipoli.t
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The Knights began to gradually lose

their high religious ideals and lived a sof-

ter life and in course of time their power

faded.

Eventually Napolean Bonaparte cap-

tured the Islands in 1798, seized much trea-

sure and the ptecious metals were melted,

down to pay the troops.

Napolean was blockaded bY Nelson's

fleet and forced to leave afld the Maltese

appealed to Britain to take over soveignity'

The bashing that Malta received from the

air in World War 11 and the fortitude of the

people is too well known to bear repeating'

Honding Skeletons in the Cotocombs in Rome

We met a daughter and nePhex'

Gerald Strickland, one time Gove=

New South Wales who was a Knieh:

John.

The 10th of April was spent :*, -'

and we arrived off Tobruk on the :.-:.-.-
of the 11th. The Royal Air Force ::-.,
party ashore in motor barges and ther -:
us to the cemetery in their trucks. A '::==

was laid and the party served with re:: =.
ments. We were also presented rvitl : - .

of beer and an opener.

Afterwards we wete taken back tc --:-=

ship by our hosts. They serve for twc '.:=:.
in this place - poor fellows"

On 12th April the ship arrived off Alex-

andria before breakfast and had to wai:

its turn to enter port with other ships in the

roadstead. \Me were taken to the inner har-

bour and disembarked about 9 a.m. By bus

to E1 Alamain for wreath laying and tour of

the battlefield.

In the afternoon we drove 20 miles as

far as King Farouk's garden and palace,

now the property of the people' This 20

mile road is lined all the way by fine apart-

ment houses.

The 191'1 people cor'r1d notal1 recognise

A.lexan<lria again.

On 13th A,prii we left Alexandri'a abc'i:

E a.n. for the 60 miie drl're to Cairo lunchlr''

at L{ena X-ir;r:se en route.

After lunch we visiteri tire P"'rami''ir;

and the Sphinx which were as crowdei as

BonCi Beach on a Public holidair"

The o1d camp site of 1914 has aitered'

so much that it was hard to imagine 
"vhere

it had been.
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The drive to Cairo was contiflued and
aiter settling in at our hotels we went along
to a cocktail party given by the Australian
trnbassador in our honour.

Our hotel had 2 out of 3'lifts out of
order and the dining room was on the 9th
floor.

The following.morning we toured the
ilohammed Ali Mosque and the Citadel and
also visited the Egyptian Museum which was
fabulous.

After lunch the party boarded our buses
for the retum trip to Alexandria and the ship.
\\'e passed many irrigation works in hand by
the Eqyptian Government.

There is also extensive planting of
trees which in a few years should be very
attracti ve.

We could not recognise Cairo and its
inhabitants are'well dressed these days.

. We sailed from Alexandria for Lebanon
about 6.30 and after a smooth passage ar-
rived at Beirut the chief seaport about
4.30 the next afternoon.

The following morning 16th April was
a warm sunny day. We did a tour of the
city and got well and truly tangled up with
traffic in its narrow streets. Every horn

was blaring but this had no effect on the
the traffic so we walked and came across
a small street given over to flowers, fruit
and vegetables, most attractive lots of
strawberries, grapes, bananas and oranges.

Beirut is a rich town with lots of trade.
It is connected by rail to Baghdad and Dam-
ASCUS.

As well as being of commercial import-
ance there are remains of Roman and Greek

temples at Baalber up in the hills. There

Margot Fonteyn danced a ballet amongst
the ancient columns as background and I
believe an Australian ballet company in -
tends to do likewise.

Many of the pilgrims journeyed up the
mountains to see these ancient relics of
the past. The journey was very interesting
amongst snow-clad mountains, the sides of
which are terraced and cultivated.

Some members of the party also visited
Bybbos said to be the oidestinhabrted city
in the world. The Knights of St. John also
left their mark on this part of the world in
the form of a fortress and a church. We

laid a wreath of the Tomb of the Lebanese
unknown Soldier.

We next came to Rhodes sailing in an

droppin:g anchor in the roadstead amongst
a nest of American destroyers about lunch
time on 18th April.

Rhodes is the spot where the Knights
of St. John retired after being expelled from

Palestine in 1308. This place was most
favourably placed strategically for their
purpose. They grew in power afld prestige
and in the 214 years of their sojourn here,
became the terror of the Levant. They
built a fortress-like city and their galleys
ruled the seas and gathered in the spoils.

We thoroughly enjoyed our tour of the
Island with its flarrow quaint streets, one
the street of the Knights leading up to the
castle of the Grand Master. It was here
that we attended the performance of Son et
Lumiere, in the evening - a most dramatic-
ally told story by sound and light of the
last stand by the Knights when besieged by
the Turks in 1522.

The Turkish Commander as so imp-
ressed by their heroic stand that he allowed
them to depart with the honours of war and

..::::. arC palace,

- = :-e, This 20

e l0 miles as

by fine apart-

:. -: a-1 recognise

-.--:,aedria about

I . r:c iunch ir, q

e Pyramids
crowded as

-l - -..s.liteled,

-...irne where



L6.

it was from here that they settled in Malta

and ruled this place for another 200 years

or so.

iterranean countries has had its share of

troubles in the past having been taken over

by Doriens, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs and

Turks at one time or othet.From Rhodes we sailed to Crete and

had another early arrival at this hilly island

which is very fertile and the people most

hospitable.

We drove up to Knossos to inspect the

recent excavations of some very old ruins.

There are a lot of missing bits which have

had to be filled in. Crete like other X{ed-

A party of Crete retumed soldiers came

to pay us a visit. By some misunderstand-

ing the Turkish Q.M. would not let them

on the ship. Howevet this was cleared up

and they were invited on board and enter-

tained, presents exchanged and they went

away happy' (continued in next issue).

Contingent poroding in front of Tomb o{ the Unknown Soldier in Athens.
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